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A June 20 event for members and 
guests marks the opening of Yankee 
Traders and Indian Merchants, an 
exhibit commemorating the early 
years of American relations with India. 
Drawn almost entirely from the Pea- 
body Museum’s permanent collections, 
the exhibit reflects the imposing pres- 
ence of India in the commercial life of 
Salem and New England in the early 
National period. It is part of the 
nationwide 1985 Festival of India, 
jointly sponsored by the governments 
of the United States and India. 

The Museum was founded by the 
East India Marine Society in 1799 at 
the height of commerce with India. 
Thus, there is an especially rich collec- 
tion of objects associated with the 
India trade: Indian “curiosities,” por- 
traits of the Yankee traders and Indian 
merchants, pictures of vessels engaged 
in the trade and journals of voyages. 
The “curiosities” assembled for the 
exhibit convey the New Englanders’ 
view of a remote and exotic land. 

These objects were displayed in 
the East India Marine Society’s 
Museum and some were brought 
before the public in an annual proces- 
sion through the streets of Salem for 
which members dressed in costumes 
and carried objects from beyond the 
Capes. Prominent in these processions 
was the Indian palanquin purchased 


in Calcutta in 1803 by five Salem 
captains. A contemporary newspaper 
account records that a boy “appa- 
ralled in the most gorgeous habit- 
ments was seated inside and the 
palanquin was borne by blackfellows 
in the East Indian dress attended with 
fan and hookah bearers and every 
other accompaniment of an East 
Indian equipage.” Perhaps the most 
arresting objects in the exhibit are the 
four life-size portrait statues of Indian 
merchants, mementos of the special 
relationships established between New 
England merchants and their Indian 
counterparts. 

New Englanders exchanged spe- 
cie and later manufactured goods for 
sugar, cotton, hemp, hides and dyes. 
During the middle of the 19th cen- 
tury, there was a boom in the most 
astonishing of cargoes: ice, trans- 
ported from Boston to Calcutta. Car- 
goes also included luxury goods made 
for the Western market by Indian 
artisans. The fine textiles and furniture 
featured in the exhibit entered 
museum collections much later, after 
they had been enjoyed by generations 
of prosperous New England families. 


Yankee Traders and Indian Mer- 
chants is a reminder of a time when 
the presence of India was strong in 
Salem and in the Museum, a time 
when, as Caroline Howard King who 
frequented the Museum in the 1830’s 
recalled in her memoirs: “From the 
moment | set foot in that beautiful old 
hall, [I] greeted and was greeted by a 
solemn group of Orientals who were 
placed in the center of the hall. Three 
of them were East Indian merchants, in 
their own dresses. | learned to know 
their dark faces well and Mr. Blue 
Gown and Mr. Camel’s Hair Scarf and 
Mr. Queer Cap, each had his own 
pleasant individuality. There was an 
Eastern flavor in Salem then.” 





meuZ ALPOZEN: 
A Visiting Professional 


Compares Notes 


International Partnerships Among 
Museums, an exchange program of 
the American Association of Museums 
and ICOM, brought a distinguished 
visitor to the Museum in April for a 4 
week stay. Oguz Alpozen is Director 
of the Bodrum Museum of Under- 
water Archaeology in Turkey. A leader 
in that field, Alpozen is also an 
innovative exhibit planner. Many 
American underwater archaeologists 
and maritime historians took advan- 
tage of Alpozen’s visit to confer with 
him here in Salem. “The program has 





been good for me in many ways,” 
Alpozen says. “This is my first visit to 
the United States and I’ve felt a 
personal and professional welcome.” 
The Bodrum Museum is re- 
nowned for its scientific excavation 
program, under water and on land. 
Yet, Alpozen admits, a traditional 
resource is often more valuable. “It’s 
the sponge divers who bring us many 
artifacts, especially amphorae,” he says 
“Amphorae are significant in them- 
selves, but they are of still greater 
importance as indicators of a wreck’s 





Oguz Alpozen is Director of the 
Bodrum Museum of Underwater 
Archaeology in Turkey. 


age, port of origin, and travels. Every 
area had distinct amphora styles.” The 
divers themselves are equally signifi- 
cant resources, Alpozen points out. 
“They’re incredible. They can locate 
sites undetectable even by sidescan 
sonar, and they remember location 
details years afterward.” 

The antiquity and range of the 
Bodrum Museum’s wreck collection is 
impressive, ranging from the 16th 
century B.C. to the 18th century A.C. 
The jewel of the collection is the 
Cape Gelidonya wreck, which dates to 
the 12th century B.C. Its excavation by 
George F. Bass in 1960 was the 
beginning of modern underwater 
excavation. 

Alpozen had high praise for 
American exhibition techniques. 
“Comparing exhibit practices is a 
major objective of my visit,” he com- 









ments. “From the Peabody Museum’s 
exhibits I’ve gained a perspective on 
your maritime history. I’ve been able 
to visit some of your outdoor muse- 
ums, and what I’ve learned here 
enriched those experiences.” 

There are some sharp contrasts 
between American and European 
exhibits, Alpozen says. “In Europe, 
exhibits are often endless rows of 
objects like goods in a pharmacy. It’s 
typical for instance to display case 
upon case of coins. That’s interesting 
to the numismatist but unexciting for 
anyone else. At the Bodrum Museum 
I’ve tried to make the exhibits more 
exciting for all visitors. One of them 
shows bronze ingots placed as they 
were found on the seabed. Our coin 
exhibits emphasize their changing 
value over time. The tetradrachma, to 
name one, was the value of one ox in 


the 6th century B.C. By the 2nd 
century BC it took 20 tetradrachmas to 
buy an ox.” 

The Bodrum Museum Director's 
duties include interpretation of the 
15th century Castle of the Knights of 
St. John which houses the museum 
and, he says, “an outdoor site, the 
Mausoleum (an immense tomb 
named for King Mausolos, who ruled 
in the 4th century B.C.) Bodrum was 
once Halikarnassos and it is this 
Mausoleum which was one of the 
Seven Wonders of the ancient world.” 
In the castle’s English Tower Alpozen 
has introduced what may be the most 
complete living history experience in 
the world. Visitors enter the tower 
and converse with a Knight and his 
lady in a room with incense burning. 
They’re served wine by liveried ser- 
vants and experience the castle's life 





with all five senses. Alpdzen relates 
that he has been “teased” in Europe 
for such innovations. “The exhibits 
and methods I’ve seen here confirm 
my choices and encourage me to go 
Ons 

Alpdzen hopes to see more 
Americans visit Bodrum and Turkey. 
“Tourism is a resource for us,’ he says, 
“but it’s more important to provide a 
learning experience for the tourist. 
I’ve found that Americans know very 
little of my country and its long 
history, and I’d like to think that 
exchange programs such as this one 
can help to overcome that.” 


(Maritime History Curator Dr. Paul F. 
Johnston begins his exchange visit to 
Bodrum in June (See The Register, 
March-April). His experiences will be 
reported in a later issue.) 
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North Indian Cooking. July 8, 15, 22. 
Vinod and Shikha Kapoor, owners of 
Boston’s Kebab-n-Kurry restaurant will 
discuss and prepare spicy cooking for 
the hot weather in this three session 
course. Recipes and samples will be 
provided. 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon. 
Members $45, non-members $55. Prior 
registration required, limited to 12. 
Museum Discovery Days. July 10, 17, 
24, 31. A course for parents and tots. 
Share the Peabody Museum with your 
pre-schooler. Using stories, games, 
gallery activities, crafts and music 
Museum Educators Ellie Bailey Pope 
and Ellen Soares will introduce chil- 
dren and their parents or adult friend 
to the Museum and its collections. 

July 10: “Tour for Tots” 

July 17: “The Salt Water World” 

July 24: “All About Boats” 

July 31: “Hawaii” 
For children ages 4 and 5 and an adult 
partner. Class limited to 12 children. 
10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. Members $12, 
non-members $15. Individual pro- 
grams $4/$5. Prior registration re- 
quired. 


Seaweed Pressing Workshop. August 
1. Learn how to recognize local 
seaweeds and start your own collec- 
tion of specimens. We'll look at 
examples of Victorian pressed sea- 
weeds from the Museum’s collection 
and try our hand at mounting and 
pressing our own. Materials provided. 
Ellie Bailey Pope, instructor. 10:30 a.m. 
to 12:00 noon, Education Room. 
Members $3, non-members $5. Prior 
registration required, limited to 12. 





JULY Calendar 


Tue 9 
Gallery Talk 


Yankee Traders and Indian Merchants, 
1785-1865 Curator of Ethnology Susan 
Bean will introduce a new exhibit 
commemorating the early decades of 
American relations with India. 11:00 
a.m. No charge above Museum admis- 
sion, members free. 


Wed 17 


Day Trip 

Marblehead Yacht Clubs will be the 
focus of this summertime trip led by 
Gail Hercher, Director of Education. 
Visit the Boston Yacht Club, Eastern 
Yacht Club, Pleon Yacht Club (the 
oldest junior yacht club in America, 
founded in 1887) and conclude the 
tour with lunch on the veranda of the 
Corinthian Yacht Club, celebrating its 
100th anniversary this year. Bus leaves 
the Museum at 10:00 a.m. and will 
return by 3:00 p.m. Members $25, 
non-members $30, price includes 
lunch. Prior registration required. 
Limited to 20. 





Tue ai 

Walk 

Winter Island Walk. Bring a picnic 
lunch and join Ellie Bailey Pope, 
Museum Educator, for a walking tour 
of Salem’s historic Winter Island. We'll 
explore the island’s diverse coastal 
and upland habitats and discover 
remnants of past human activities- 
fortifications, wharves, shipyards and a 
lighthouse. 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon. 
Directions sent upon registration. 
Members $5, non-members $7. 





‘ 
>: 


on 
e 


eee 





AUGUST Calendar 


Tue 6 


Gallery Talk 

Chinese Export Arts and Crafts. 
Crosby Forbes, Curator of Asian 
Export Art, will discuss Chinese Export 
Arts and Crafts presently on view 
around the Museum, highlighting 
important objects from the newly 
merged collections. 11:00 a.m. No 
charge above Museum admission, 
members free. 


Wed 7 
Day Trip 


Thompson’s Island, Boston Harbor. 
Bring a picnic lunch and spend the 
day on beautiful Thompson’s Island. 
Accessible only by designated com- 
mercial vessels, the island offers vis- 
itors 157 acres of salt marsh, fields, 
groves and beaches plus splendid 
views of Boston Harbor. Our Tour 
includes round trip bus and boat 
transportation from the Museum, a 
guided walk with an island staff 
naturalist, free time for exploring, and 
a seashore program with Peabody 
Museum naturalists, Ellie Bailey Pope 
and Rob Moir. Bus leaves the 
Museum at 10:00 a.m., returns at 5:30 
p.m. Registration must be received by 
July 25 and is limited to 30. Members 
$20, non-members $25. 


ick 9 


Special Event 

Japanese Beer Garden. This popular 
summer event returns with Japanese 
food, drink and entertainment in the 
lantern-lit setting of the Museum’s 
Oriental Garden. 7:00 to 10:00 p.m. 
Free admission; food and drink a la 
carte. Open to the public. (In case of 
rain, the festivities will take place 
inside the Museum.) 


Tue o 7 


Walk 

Plum Island Shore Bird Walk. Meet at 
the Parker River Wildlife Refuge for a 
morning of shore bird observation 
with Sally Ingalls. Begin at the salt 
pans for feeding sandpipers and 
plovers, look for waterfowl near the 
Hellcat Swamp Trail and end with the 
provided picnic overlooking the 
marsh. 9:00 to 11:00 a.m. Members $5, 
non-members $7. Directions sent 


upon request. 
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Friday, August 9, 1985 
7-10 p.m. 


Free admission 

food and drink a la carte 

In the Oriental Garden 

PEABODY MUSEUM of SALEM, East India Square, Salem, MA 









The Pure Pleasure 
Of A 
Summer Beer Garden 


For the fourth year, the Museum will 
host a Japanese Summer Beer Garden 
in the Oriental Garden and Charter 
Street parking lot. Jack and Keiko 
Thayer are more than its prime mov- 
ers and organizers: Keiko is chief 
cook while Jack presides over the 
serving tables. 

“The beer garden, in Japan, has 
no great tradition behind it,” Thayer 
explains. “On summer evenings peo- 
ple decorate rooftops or gardens with 
lanterns, sit around tables, eat snacks 
such as yaki-tori, and drink beer.” 
While beer is the mainstay of the 
original, Thayer points out that the 
Museum’s event offers plum wine and 
soft drinks for variety. 

The simplicity of the evening may 
be part of its appeal. “It’s a chance to 
enjoy oneself on a summer evening,” 
says Thayer. “Many people wear Japa- 
nese summer clothing, but that’s 
optional of course. The gratifying 
thing about our Beer Garden has 
been the way it has grown.” 

Timely arrival for the 7 to 10 
event is a good idea, Thayer com- 
ments. Keiko prepares 15 chickens, 30 
pounds of rice, and 1000 shrimp in 
advance. “That’s enough for about 800 
people,” he remarks. “We'll go on 
serving until we run out of food, but 
once we Start to serve there’s no more 
food prepared.” 








FORTHCOMING 
EXHIBIT 


Museum to offer Votive Painting 
Exhibit. Of all human experiences, few 
are more universal than peril at sea. 
The seafarer’s courage in the face of 
the most powerful and elemental 
forces of nature, and his thanks for 
deliverance, are emotions transcend- 
ing national and cultural boundaries. 
“The last thing a sailor sees when 
leaving Leghorn is the Sanctuary of 
Montenero,” writes Michel Mollat du 
Jourdin in the exhibit catalogue.” On 
his return it is the first landmark 
which tells him his perils are over.” 
For over five centuries the mariners of 
Leghorn have made votive offerings at 
the Sanctuary. This exhibit includes 
ex-voto paintings from the early 19th 
century to the mid-20th as well as a 
number of ship models and a variety 
of votive objects. Many of the paint- 


ings are vivid primitive works, but the 
collection includes also a number of 
works of the Mediterranean School. 
“The names of Toci, Angelo Arpe, and 
Louis Renault should be put beside 
those of the Roux family,” says Mollat 
du Jourdin. 

Mariners’ Votive Offerings in the 
Montenero Sanctuary has appeared in 
the United States at Port of History 
Museum at Penn’s Landing, Philadel- 
phia and at the U.S. Naval Memorial 
Museum, Washington, D. C. It opens 
at the Peabody Museum September 13 
with a members’ preview. 

The New England Fisheries: A 
Treasure Greater than Gold will be 
leaving the Museum in late August for 
a fall opening at the New Bedford 
Whaling Museum. 





MUSEUM NOTES 


Dr Paul F. johnston, Curator of Mari- 
time History at the Peabody Museum 
of Salem, has recently completed a 
landmark investigation of ancient 
Greek water craft models entitled 
SHIP AND BOAT MODELS IN AN- 
CtENT GREECE. 

This book is being published by 
the Naval Institute Press of Annapolis, 
Maryland. The Peabody Museum of 
Salem Shop is only one of the many 
places where it will be available for 
purchase at $24.95. 


We have just received notification 
from the Hartford Chapter of the 
International Printing House Crafts- 
man that Tom Hoyne’s New Ways on 
Banquereau has won first prize in its 
category. 


Weekend Tour 


To Toronto 
October 4-6 


Sarah Fraser Robbins will lead a very 
special weekend tour to Toronto in 
October. Visits to the Royal Ontario 
Museum and the Museum of the Art 
Group of Ontario will be features of 
the trip, and there will be excellent 
Opportunities to enjoy the foliage. 

Watch for a special letter to 
members describing particulars of this 
most enjoyable fall weekend. 





New Members 
March, April 
1985 


Massachusetts 

Andover 

Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Park 
Beverly 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard J. Cullinan 
Mr. Thomas Keegan 

Boston 

Miss Wendy A. Beals 

Mr. Robert M. Cabitt 
Brookline 

Gerald F. Kiley 

Braintree 

Mr. Guy J. Marino 

Byfield 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert MacKenna 
Cambridge 

Mr. and Mrs. George Potter 
Carlisle 

Mr. Mat Tavares 

Ms. Alison Eckert 

Charlestown 

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas M. Buckeridge 
Essex 

Mrs. Nancy Latham 

Mr. Gregory Latham 


Georgetown 

Mr. Edward F. Patch 
Gloucester 

Mr. William A. R. Chapin 
Lexington 


Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Pennell 
Lincoln 

Mr. and Mrs. Mark Hopkins 

Lynn 

Mr. Kevin Thomas 

Marblehead 

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth C. Anderson 
Dr. and Mrs. William W. Macomber 
Dr. and Mrs. Donald Rothenberg 


Nantucket 

Mr. Robert D. Congdon 

Mr. Albert F. Egan 

North Andover 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Blekicki 
Reading 

Mrs. Mary D. Avery 

Revere 

Ms. Jacqueline E. Tuell 

Salem 

Mr. Richard W. Lindeman 

Mr. and Mrs. David H. Rowe 
Ms. Josephine Sienkiewicz 
Swampscott 

Mr. and Mrs. J. Frederick Bush 
Mr. Merrill |. Feldman 

Mr. and Mrs. Melvin Karas 
Mr. and Mrs. Ray Miller 
Waltham 

Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Kulin 
Winchester 

Mrs. Lewis Thompson 
California- San Francisco 

Mr. Merrill Budlong 
Colorado- Boulder 

Mr. Lloyd McCaffery 
Connecticut - Mystic 

Mr. Gerald Morris 

Maine 

Ida and Roger Raymond - Kittery 
Mrs. Joanne Fuerst - Mt. Desert 
Mr. Nicholas G. Dean - North Edgecomb 
Mr. and Mrs. William Thon - Port Clyde 
New Hampshire - Derry 

Mr. William J. McLaughlin 
New Jersey - Englewood 

Mr. Sheldon Lichtblan 

New York - New York 

Mr. and Mrs. Myron S. Falk, Jr. 
Pennsylvania - Ardmore 

Mr. S. W. Porter, Jr. 

Rhode Island - Newport 

Mr. and Mrs. Aylward Norton 
Vermont - Townshend 

Ms. Bonnie Goodman 

Mrs. Carl Goodman 
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GOING TO THE BEER GARDEN¢? 
BE SURE TO GOIN STYLE! 


Find a wide selection of Japanese traditional costume and accessories, 
and enjoy museum members’ 10 percent discount. 3 










Yukata summer cotton kimono 

Fal rine) ele 

ate aty decorated towels 
yoy thong sandals 

Happi _—_ jacket 
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EXHIBITS 
INFORMATION 
745-9500 


MUSEUM HOURS 
Monday - Saturday 
10:00 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Sundays and Holidays 
1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 


PEABODY MUSEUM of SALEM 
East India Square 
Salem, MA 01970 


Non-profit org. 
U.S. postage paid 
permit no. 90 
Salem, MA 





CONTINUING EXHIBITS 


Directly From China. A comprehensive exhibit of the 
American China Trade including mass market and 
luxury goods and objects exported to the American 
Northeast, West and South. 

Yankee Traders and Indian Merchants 1785-1865. An 
exhibit commemorating the relations established 
through trade between the United States and India, 
celebrating the 1985 Festival of India. 

The New England Fisheries: A Treasure Greater Than 
Gold. The Russell W. Knight collection of New England 
fishing scenes. This collection of historical and contem- 
porary paintings, drawings, prints and artifacts highlights 
our region's oldest industry. Through late August. 

The Tribal Style: Selections from the African Collection 
at the Peabody Museum of Salem. Sculpture, masks and 
personal and domestic objects reflecting the vitality of 
African artistry and craftsmanship. 

Steam and the Sea. The history of the steamship, largest 
moving object ever created by man, reflected in art, 
artifacts and memorabilia from the Museum’s extensive 
collection. 

Selected Works of Richard Yee. An exhibition of 
photographs chosen to complement the Museum’s 
Maritime, Natural History, and Ethnological collections. 


FORTHCOMING EXHIBITS 


Mariners’ Votive Offerings in the Montenero Sanctuary. 
Paintings, ship models and other votive gifts to this 
-Leghorn shrine and landmark, 18th to mid-20th century. 
Opening September 13. 

Entries in the Massachusetts Waterfowl Stamp competi- 
tion, September 20-30. 


